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ingly became a member of that house at the age of twenty-seven, in 1060
under the Abbot Herluin.   Three years after, Lanfranc was made Abbot
of St Stephen's at Caen, and Anselm Prior of Bee.    At this promotion
several of the monks murmured on account of his youth; but, by patience
and sweetness, he won the affections of them all, and by little condescen-
sions at first, so worked upon an irregular young monk, called Osbern,
as to perfect his conversion and make him one of the most fervent.  In
regard to the management and tutoring of youth, he looked upon excessive
severity as highly pernicious.    Eadmer has recorded a conversation lie
had on this subject with a neighbouring abbot,1 who, by a conformity to
our saint's practice and advice in this regard, experienced that success
in his labours which he had till then aspired to in vain by harshness
and severity.

St Anselm applied himself diligently to the study of every part of
theology, by the clear light of scripture and tradition. Whilst he was
prior at Bee, he wrote his Monologium, so called because in this work
he speaks alone, explaining the metaphysical proofs of the existence and
nature of God. Also his Proslogium, or contemplation of God's attributes,
He likewise wrote, whilst prior, On Truth, on Free-will, and On the Fall
of the Devil, or, On the Origin of Evil; also his Grammarian, which is
in reality a treatise on Dialectic, or the Art of Reasoning.

Anselm's reputation drew to Bee great numbers from all the neigh-
bouring kingdoms.    Herluin dying in  1078, he was chosen Abbot of
Bee, being forty-five years old, of which he had been prior fifteen.   The
abbey of Bee being possessed at that time of some lands in England,
this obliged the abbot to make his appearance there in person at certain
times.   This occasioned our saint's first journeys thither, which his tender
regard for his old friend Lanfranc, at that time Archbishop of Canterbury,
made the more agreeable.   He was received with great honour and esteem
by all ranks of people, both in church and state, and there was no one
who did not think it a real misfortune if he had not been able to serve
him in something or other.   King William himself, whose title of Conqueror
rendered him haughty and inaccessible to his subjects, was so affable to
the good Abbot of Bee that he seemed to be another man in his presence.
The saint, on his side, was all to all, by courtesy and charity, that he might
find occasions of giving everyone some suitable instructions to promote
their salvation; which were so much the more effectual as he communicated
them, not as some do, with the dictatorial air of a master, but in a simple
familiar manner, or by indirect though sensible examples.    In the year
1092, Hugh, the great Earl of Chester, by three pressing messages, en-
treated Anselm to come again into England, to assist him, then dangerously
sick, and to give his advice about the foundation of a monastery which
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